RENEWING YOUR PASSION FOR THE LORD
Restore us to yourself, Lord, that we may return; renew our days as of old. Lamentations 5:21

Have you ever heard the expression, “You had it right the first time2” Many people begin living
for God “on fire,” excited about the Lord, but over time cool in their passion. Jeremiah, the
prophet who wrote the Book of Lamentations, is lamenting this human tendency in the above
verse. Jesus admonished the believers at Laodicea to renounce spiritual lukewarmness, and o
get their fire back. They lost their first love for the Lord. In foday’s vernacular, Jesus would say,
“You had it right the first time.”

How are you doing in your walk with the Lord? Would you consider last year a year of spiritual
gains, simply maintaining, or spiritual decline2 What are you bringing into this upcoming yearr,
and how do you plan to love Jesus even more this year?2

In calling God's people back to their passion for God, notice that Jeremiah said, “restore,”
“return,” and “renew.” Only the Holy Spirit can truly help us to understand our greatest needs
and make the necessary changes for our best year yetl Let me encourage you fo join Jeremiah
in seeking a renewed passion for God. Nothing can compare!

Prayer: Lord, restore my relationship with you, that | may return to my “first love,” and renew my
spirit with fresh fire so that | may serve you with full devotion. Amen.



